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The Globally Harmonized System of Classification 
and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) 



• UNITAR – a training arm of the UN; focusing on capacity 
building, training, support for activities and research

• Several Divisions and varied work areas; peacebuilding, 
diplomacy, trade and more

• Division for Planet, Chemicals and Waste Management 
Programme; experience in:
• Supporting national activities: mercury and POPs management, 

chemicals and waste action and implementation plans, nanotechnology, 
ratification of conventions, Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers, the 
GHS, and others

• Developing guidelines: national waste management, developing mercury 
inventories, studying socio-economic impacts of mercury

UNITAR:
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THE GHS
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• IOMC indicators of progress, including:
• Implementation of the GHS (UNITAR, ILO, 

UNECE)
• Builds on academic research from 2017 to ascertain 

available legislation implementing the GHS, adding 
details on new countries as new information is 
received or found

IOMC indicators of progress
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GHS

While the GHS will clearly be a referenced indicator of progress under the new 
framework, discussions continue on the targets

A draft target:

The Beyond 2020 discussions continue…

The Beyond 2020 framework 
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By 20XX, all governments have legally implemented and enforce the UN 
GHS in all relevant sectors.



UNITAR’s activities and resources
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• Co-lead of the Global Partnership to Implement the GHS, 
with the ILO and OECD, and a range of coalition partners

– Governments, regional organisations, private sector, 
trade unions, academics and NGOs

• Activities for training and awareness raising, developing 
implementation strategies, and supporting the drafting and 
review of legislation

UNITAR and the GHS:
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• National Activities: 
• Last 10-15 years, supported multiple countries in developing 

national implementation strategies (typically funded by the Quick 
Start Programme)

• Directed support for drafting of legislation

• Regional Activities: 
• Work in multiple regions, such as ASEAN, to develop regional 

approaches and coordination

• Work with UNEP and the Gulf Cooperation Council to update the 
2002 guidelines for the management of chemicals; GHS and 
chemical accidents

• Guidance in the IOMC toolbox: 
• Developing a National GHS Implementation Strategy, 

• Understanding the GHS: A Companion Guide to the Purple Book

UNITAR and the GHS: Activities
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• Guidance document in 
the toolbox:
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• e-Learning course: Have successfully run an online GHS 
course over the past 10 years; technical understanding of 
the GHS

– English and Spanish available, run twice a year, each 
March/April and September/October 
(https://www.unitar.org/event/event-pillars/planet)

– French is expected in 2022/2023

UNITAR and the GHS:
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While financing is always important, there is also 
a great deal of non-financial resources available 
for stakeholders to be benefiting from:
• lessons-learnt 
• implementation experience and know-how
• guidance and advice. 
• access to data and information (including knowing 

where to find it)

Making use of information that already exists can be 
significantly helpful in designing development 
activities 

Access to knowledge and resources
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New resources available (and to be added to the 
IOMC toolbox):

• Key elements of an implementation roadmap 
(UNITAR)

• Lessons-learned (UNITAR)
• Legislation guidance (UNITAR)
• The GHS and trade (UNITAR) (pending)
• The GHS and agriculture (UNITAR) (pending)
• The GHS in the world of work (ILO)

https://unitar.org/global-partnership-implement-ghs

Access to knowledge and resources
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UNITAR’s support to the project
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Current course can be too technical
• But what should be developed?

The national strategies/roadmaps will 
identify the key actions at the national level
• Key to this is understanding learning 

needs

UNITAR will then translate this into learning 
tools

Developing new learning tools
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Work with a GHS expert to identify needs and 
develop new tools. 

• Could be on anything, in any format?

• Needs input from project partners and 
stakeholders. 

• Based on existing materials, to the extent 
possible

• Should contribute to global knowledge 
(combining specific and generic)

Developing new learning tools
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Questions?
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Thank you for your

attention!



https://www.unitar.org/sustainable-development-goals/planet/

Oliver.wootton@unitar.org
Oliver WOOTTON, Specialist, Chemicals & Waste Management, Division for Planet


